	Heifer Sierra Leone Builds Relationship with U.S. Embassy

	Heifer Sierra Leone’s Senior Team, led by the Country Director, Rashid Sesay, met with the U.S. Ambassador in Sierra Leone, Martin L. Cheshes, at his office in Freetown, the nation’s capital. The meeting was to share information about Heifer’s operations globally and Sierra Leone in particular. It was also attended by Mr. Abdul Massally-Kpakra (Political and Economic Advisor, U.S. Embassy), Mrs. Martha Thorpe (Finance and Admin Manager, Heifer Sierra Leone) and Mr. Valesius Koker (Senior Project Officer, Heifer Sierra Leone).  
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The Country Director (CD) gave a detailed background of Heifer International including its origin, mission and vision, as well as its geographical coverage. The Ambassador learned about the on-going projects being implemented by Heifer Sierra Leone in the Western Rural, Port Loko and Kailahun Districts.  Ambassador Cheshes asked how the three districts were selected by Heifer to start the sustainable livelihood projects in Sierra Leone.  The CD told him about the nationwide Agricultural and Livestock Assessment done by Heifer before operational areas were selected and expounded on issues relating to selection of beneficiary groups, training in the Heifer Cornerstones, shelter construction, animal husbandry and Passing on the Gifts (POG).

Ambassador Cheshes expressed his pleasure with Heifer’s model, especially the emphasis on zero-grazing, which stresses on the provision of shelter, food and veterinary care, as well as its rewards for resource poor farmers. He pointed out that the POG is a good concept to practice and hailed its potential to sustainably address poverty and hunger in rural communities.    

On the whole, Ambassador Cheshes was impressed with the work of Heifer International and graciously accepted the invitation to visit Heifer on-going projects in any of the three districts in Sierra Leone. 

Ambassador Cheshes pledged his commitment and interest in supporting the U.S. government’s development efforts in Sierra Leone, as well as to contribute to enhancing the friendship between the peoples of the two countries.  


By Rashid Sesay,
Country Director,


